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happily.    He   recommended   Lothair   to   read   Evelyn's

* Sylva/    Mr. Evelyn  had  a most  accomplished   mind;
indeed, a character in every respect that approached per-
fection.    He was also a most religions man.

* I wonder,' said Lothair, * how any man who is religious
can think of anything bnt religion.'

' True,' said the Cardinal, and looking at him earnestly,

* most true.    But all things that are good and beautiful
make us more religious.    They tend to the development of
the religious principle in us, which is our divine nature.
And, my dear young friend,' and here his Eminence put
his arm easily and affectionately into that of Lothair's, ' it
is a most happy thing for you that you live so much with
a really religious family.    It is a great boon for a young
man, and a rare one/

* I feel it so,' said Lothair, his face kindling.

* Ah !' said the Cardinal, ' when we remember that this
country once consisted only of such families !'    And then,
with a sigh, and as if speaking to himself, ' and they made
it so great and so beautiful!'

' It is still great and beautiful,' said Lothair, but rather
in a tone of enquiry than decision.

* But the cause of its greatness and its beauty no longer
exists.    It became great and beautiful because it believed
in God.'

' But faith is not extinct ? ' said Lothair.
' It exists in  the   Church,'   replied  the  Cardinal with
decision.    * All without that pale is practical atheism.*

* It seems to me that a sense of duty is natural to man,*
said Lothair, * and that there can be no satisfaction in life
without attempting to fulfil it.'

* Noble words, my dear young friend; noble and true.
And the highest duty of man, especially in this age, is to
vindicate the  principles of  religion, without which   the
world must soon become a scene of universal desolation.*   ,